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The Spectrum items, arti-
cles and columns need to 
be to the Parish Office by 
the 12th of the month.  The 
Spectrum goes to the print-
er on the 15th of the 
month, and this date is 
hard and fast.  Articles 
received after the 12th may 
or may not be included in 
the newsletter.   

THE SPECTRUM 
 

 
The Newsletter of St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 

TO GIVE YOU 
A FUTURE  
WITH HOPE 
Stewardship 2021  
Begins! 
On October 10, SPR will 
kick off our annual Stew-
ardship campaign under 
the theme “To Give You 
A Future With Hope,” 
taken from the book of 

Jeremiah.  Financial support of SPR’s ministries makes our 
work possible, and is a faithful expression of our Christian vo-
cation to care for this community, the city, and the world.  
Over the next weeks, you will be hearing stories of SPR’s 
work...and have an opportunity to tell your own.  The logo 
for this year’s campaign is a sprouting tree that, by God’s 
grace, grows and blooms.  In the book of Jeremiah, God tells 
the great prophet to buy a vineyard and plant in it.  Though 
in exile, the promise remained for the future: things will 
grow.  It is a lesson for us: exile does not remain forever, and 
God’s promises are faithful. 
 Please join us on All Saints’ Sunday, November 7, as we 
return our 2022 Commitment Cards and re-dedicate our-
selves, our resources, and our energy to the work of God in 
this place.  It is a hopeful future, filled with work that is yet to 
be done and graces yet to be received.  That future includes 
you and your gifts...and that is very hopeful, indeed! 
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STEWARSHIP IS NOT ONLY MONEY, 
it is—rather—a reflection of how we are (or are 
not) people of generosity.  As SPR’s Stewardship 
Campaign begins this year, I would like you consid-
er how you define this word (“generous”), and 
how our faith might be calling us to 
grow in generosity as a response to the 
unbounded grace of God. 
 Just this past week, I visit-
ed with a parishioner who was 
moved by images of the pull-out 
of the United States from Afghani-
stan; particularly in regards to 
how we as a parish or she as an 
individual might be a part of the 
work to resettle refugees coming 
to Minnesota.  “Good news!” I 
told her, “Lutheran Social Services 
of MN is working on it, and let me 
see how we can be a part of that 
process.”  Sure enough, a few 
days later I received an e-mail 
from one of the pastors at LSS 
thanking us for our inquiry and 
relating about a thousand differ-
ent ways that LSS is already work-
ing to resettle Afghan refugees in 
this state.  Whose generosity goes 
to support this work?  Yours.  And 
a thousand other Lutheran com-
munities in this state who choose 
to step up to the plate when asked to do so to live 
lives that are generous. 
 Other examples abound as well.  This sum-
mer, SPR hosted chaplains and medics who were 
tending to those protesting racial injustice in our 
city by opening our building to them.  In Septem-
ber, we heard about this work during Adult Forum, 
but this small thing, too, is a reminder that even 
our building (with all its heaves and groans) is a 
resource for ministry.  Even the building can be 
generous as a resource, not a barrier, to help the 
world around us. 
 Much of the generosity of this parish does 
not actually happen in this place.  Instead, it hap-
pens in individual acts that are undertaken by indi-
vidual members engaged in service to the commu-
nity and the world that are not managed in any 
way by SPR.  For centuries, Lutheran ethics has fo-

cused on forming the person to be an ethical deci-
sion-maker outside of the Church’s walls.  Here, 
the faithful are strengthened for service.  Outside 
these walls, they take the story of God and enact in 
their own way, with their own accent, in their own 

lives.  We have members who partici-
pate in a host of charitable causes; this 

too is generosity that indirectly 
stems from the Christian responsi-
bility to do good in this world as 
response to the saving power of 
God in Christ Jesus.  I don’t know 
the half of these generous acts, 
but I know that they go on, often 
unseen and unheard. 
 Generosity is not a burden, 
by any stretch of the imagination.  
It is, rather, a responsibility and a 
joy to return to God what belongs 
to God.  What we have is ours on 
loan.  When we take our last 
breath we can neither hold on to 
those resources nor take them 
with us, and we do well to have 
used them in the precious time we 
have to see to the good of the 
world.  Far from what we are of-
ten told (“one person can’t make 
a difference”), a deep Christian 
spirituality proposes another way: 
yes, you can make a difference.  
Yes, your gifts matter.  Yes, you—

with all of your “you-ness” — is precisely what is 
called for in this moment.  Generosity is a disci-
pline, undoubtedly; but the benefits that return to 
us far outweigh the cost. 
 As we begin our Stewardship Campaign this 
year, I hope you will join with me in not only being 
hopeful (as our theme suggests), but in giving 
careful consideration to what it means to be gener-
ous.  Not just supportive, but generous of re-
sources, of heart, and of mind.  Easy?  Not always.  
But worth it?  Every time. 
 May God bless you as our campaign gets 
under way!  I am excited to see how hope and gen-
erosity are helping you to write God’s story in the 
world and the Church! 
  
Peace, Pr. Patrick Shebeck 

 
 
 
 
“I am excited to 

see how hope 
and generosity 
are helping you 
to write God’s 

story in the 
world and the 

Church!” 
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REFORMATION SUNDAY actually falls on 
Reformation Day this year, Sunday October 31.  As 
we commemorate Luther’s posting of the 95 The-
ses on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, 
you are invited to join us in the morning for worship 
or for a special liturgy at 5:00 in the evening: Lu-
ther’s first revision of the mass, his Formula Missae 
of 1523.  This celebration of the liturgy will use the 
very first Lutheran liturgy as it would have been cel-
ebrated at St. Mary’s Church in Wittenberg and in 
the neighboring city of Zwickau (for whom Luther 
revised it) in the 1520’s.  We hope you can join us for 
this special celebration! 

 
SACRED SITES TOUR 
WITH  JIM BEAR  
JACOBS  
Sunday October 10 
Jim Bear Jacobs is a pastor in the 
Twin Cities and a leader of the 

Healing Minnesota Stories Project through Inter-
faith Action.  His “Sacred Sites Tour” has received 
rave reviews, and he will lead twenty-five SPR mem-
bers on this tour of local Native geography on Sun-
day October 10 from 1-5 p.m.  This does require 
some walking, so good shoes are a necessity.  The 
tour is now full, however we do have a waiting list 
in case of a cancellation: e-mail Jennifer at 
office@stpaulref.org. 

BIRTHDAYS 
01 Tom Webb 
04 Matt Entenza, Jean Milton 
05 Sarah Matala 
09 David Kohn 
10 Sarah Swenson-Seleen 
11 Pam Peyton, Blake Webb Woodage 
16 Diane Martin Hushma 
20 Julian Carrero 
22 Kristin Benson, Shirley Schaefer 
26 Marianne Anderson 
30 Tristen Baier 
31 Abby Hanson 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
04 Laura and Phil Boe 
08 Kim and Bryan Zlimen 
15 Krisi and David Matenaer 

 
WELCOME TWO NEW 
SPR STAFF MEMBERS 

Cindy McArthur has joined SPR 
Staff as the part-time Adminis-
trative Assistant. After working 
for McGraw-Hill Publications for 
over 26 years and entering the IT 
field, Cindy has moved back to Saint Paul and lives 
in a Summit Avenue brownstone apartment with 
her cats. She works on websites and creates sun 
catchers and joy strings for art shows. Cindy is very 
excited to start working at St Paul-Ref and getting 
to know everyone.  
 

Charlie Ninow has joined SPR Staff 
as Sunday Morning Sexton and 
Livestream Technician. Charlie is 
also a St. Paul native and has just 
started his freshman year at Uni-
versity of St. Thomas.  
 

 
Please introduce yourselves to Cindy and Charlie 
and give them a big SPR welcome! 
 

 



 

H A P P E N I N G S  8  

BUILDING UPDATE  
SPR’s building committee has been hard at work 
preparing the apartment for rental.  Much work 
has been done these past months, including paint-
ing, removal of carpet, and removal of appliances.  
Now, we are receiving bids on new carpeting and 
bathroom/kitchen renovations.  The kitchen is now 
totally completed and up and running.  Thanks to 
all who have volunteered to get these spaces back 
to working order! 

 
ORGAN REPAIRS 
SPR has contracted with the Obermeyer Organ 
Company (the firm that services our instrument) to 
replace the organ motor.  This has taken a long 
time because the old organ motor—that has 
failed—is particularly heavy and removing it is par-
ticularly difficult.  During the pandemic, much in-
dustry has shut down, including (believe it or not!) 
the builders of organ motors.  While the wheels are 
turning on this (pun intended), it will be early next 
year before the motor can be replaced.  In the 
meantime, we continue to make use of the gallery 
digital organ as well as the piano.  Stay tuned! 

 
ORGAN SOUP: POSTPONED 
Because the organ needs work (above), Or-
ganSoup will be postponed until the new year.  We 
will be working to reassign the artists as well as 
those who have volunteered (thank you!).  We look 
forward to celebrating the renewed instrument 
with you in January! 
 
ELCA CONSECRATES FIRST 
TRANSGENDER BISHOP  
In September, the 
ELCA consecrated 
the first Transgender 
bishop in the United 
States, the Rev. Me-
gan Rohrer.  Bishop 
Rohrer is the bishop 
of the Sierra-Pacific 
Synod in California.      

Above: Rally Sunday was a busy day at SPR, with two service 
projects for LSS taking place outside.  Here, members pack 
“Blizzard Meals” to be distributed to seniors throughout Min‐
nesota.  In addition (below), quilts for Camp Noah were assem‐
bled.  Camp Noah serves children and families who have experi‐
enced natural disasters in the United States. 

SYNOD CAPITAL CAMPAIGN + The 
Saint Paul Area Synod will be launching a Synod-
wide Capital Campaign under the theme of 

“Planting Hope.”  Much is envi-
sioned for the Campaign, includ-
ing a partnership venture with 
Lutheran Social Service to build a 
service center on the East Side of 
St. Paul.  The Campaign goal is 
2.7 million dollars, and lead gifts 
are already underway.  You will 
be hearing more about this in 

the coming months, and a line by which you can 
donate will be included in your Stewardship Mate-
rials this year.   



 

Because the Bible does matter, you are invited to 
join us each week on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. either 
via Zoom or in person n Tidemann Hall.  Watch the 
weekly emails for up to date information. 
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HOLY EUCHARIST LIVESTREAM 
As SPR has regathered for in-person worship, we 
remain committed to livestreaming the regular 
Sunday Eucharist from now until forever! 
• The livestreamed service will take place on Sun-

days at 10:30 a.m.  You can access it via any 
computer, tablet, or...even your phone. 

• The liturgy will be the Holy Eucharist; 
• The livestream will be linked to SPR’s website, 

as well as being livestreamed simultaneously 
on SPR’s Facebook page; 

• All liturgies will be archived.  You can watch 
them anytime 

 
BREAKFAST CLUB  returns 
on Sunday, October 17,after the sec-
ond liturgy at the Louisiana Café.  
This informal time of fellowship is 
simply to help you get to know your 

SPR neighbors better...and to enjoy the best break-
fast in St. Paul.  No reservations are required, simp-
ly head to the Louisiana Café on Dale/Selby after 
the second liturgy and you’ll be good to go! 

 
ISAIAH Saint Paulites will be 
voting November 2 to establish a 
cap on rent increases by a pre-
dictable, reasonable percentage 

of 3% per year to prevent price gouging and exces-
sive spikes in rent costs. Our city is majority 
renters, 60% of renters are non-white and ~6% of 
our non-white student population have experi-
enced homelessness during the school year. More 
renters are struggling with housing cost-burden, 
housing instability and homelessness. Rent stabili-
zation is one way to address these issues, the edu-
cation gap and advance a caring economy across 
race, class, and ward as well as get voters to the 
polls during this typically low turnout election. Join 
the campaign this Fall by registering for one or 
more actions. Questions? Contact Ed Stuart. 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
We are so thankful for all the volunteers who help 
make Sunday morning “run.”   
October 3 
Dorcas Adedigba, Elizabeth Callen, Asst Ministers 
Ted Johnson, Cynthia Peyton,  Lectors 
Sebastian Badilla, Acolyte 
Victoria Smith,  Cantor 
Roman and Hilary Hund, Greeters/Ushers 
Ed Stuart, John Johnson  Coffee/Hospitality 
 
October 10 
Luke Hanson, Jessa Anderson-Reitz,  Asst Ministers 
Mark Sandberg, Diane Aase, Lectors 
Grant Rouillard-Horne, Acolyte 
Max Rouillard-Horne, Cantor 
Sandy and Tim Iverson,  
Kristen Damberg,  Cheri Gohr, Greeters/Ushers 
Deb Horne, Diane Aase,  Coffee/Hospitality 
 
October 17 
Aaron Brown, Elizabeth Callen, Asst Ministers 
Diane Hushman, Eldora Pearson, Lectors 
Andrew Webb Wooddage,  Acolyte 
Erica Perl, Cantor 
Anne and Jim Halgerson,  
Tom Webb, Tamika Ramirez, Greeters/Ushers 
Diane Hushman, Eldora Pearson, Coffee/Hospitality 
 
October 24 
Victoria Smith, Elizabeth Callen, Asst Ministers 
Bonnie Olson, Aaron Brown, Lectors 
Mya Wagner,  Acolyte 
Cal La Fave, Cantor 
Brian Olson, Hilary and Roman Hund,  
Deanna Sande, Greeters/Ushers 
Bonnie and Brian Olson, Coffee/Hospitality 
 
October 31   Reformation Sunday 
Aaron Brown, Elizabeth Callen, Asst Ministers 
Matt Entenza, Jamie Hocmuth, Lectors 
Chloe Proctor, Daniel Adebidgba,  
Nadia Ramirez, Noah Johnson,  Acolytes 
Dawn Klesk, Cantor 
Kristen Damberg, Diane Hushman, Eldora Pearson, 
Tamika Ramirez, Greeters/Ushers 
Sandy and Tim Iverson, Coffee/Hospitality 



 

H A P P E N I N G S  5  

October 24: Amalia Vohs, 
Stopping the Line 3 Pipeline 
Amalia Vohs is an attorney for 
the Minnesota Center for Envi-
ronmental Advocacy, where she 
and her team work to make the 
public aware (most recently) of the detrimental 
impact of the “Line 3 Pipeline” on Minnesota’s en-
vironment.  What is the “Line 3 Pipeline” and why 
is it dangerous?  For almost fifty years, MCEA has 
worked in the courts, the legislature, and with pub-
lic agencies to enact, strengthen, and enforce 
smart environmental law. 
 
October 31: TBD 
 
BOOK OF THE DEAD + In preparation for 
All Saints’ Sunday (November 7), you are invited to 
write the name of a deceased loved one or friend 
in the Book of the Dead that will be placed in the 
Church starting the first Sunday in October.  You 
can also fill this out...electronically, by simply going 
to https://forms.gle/DXkhn1E5rD1ZiSqa6.  This link 
is long and hard to remember, but it will be includ-
ed in the weekly e-mails starting in October.  Simp-
ly click...enter the information...done!  We join with 
all members in celebrating the lives of the faithful 
as we move toward All Saints’ Sunday. 

ADULT FORUM 
9:10 a.m. in the Lower Auditorium.  We have an 
exciting lineup of speakers. Join us! 
 

October 3: Maggiy Emery 
Protect Minnesota 
Gun violence continues to be a 
scourge throughout the United 
States, and hundreds of Minneso-
tans each year lose their lives to 

gun violence.  Protect Minnesota promotes a cul-
ture of health and safety for all by preventing gun 
violence through research, legislation, education, 
and community investment.  Maggiy Emery is the 
Director of Development and Education for Pro-
tect Minnesota. 

 
October 10:  Ceema Samimi 
Stopping the School-To-Prison 
Pipeline 
Cema Samimi is Asistant Professor of 
Social work at the University of Minne-
sota, and has done extensive work on 

the causes of the school-to-prison pipeline.  Her 
research examines the intersectionality of service 
organizations, societal systems, criminalization 
and race, and how these impact young people.  Dr. 
Samimi holds a PhD from the University of Denver. 
 
October 17:  Patrick 
Mcnamara, Current Politics 
in El Salvador 
El Salvador has, for decades, 
been locked in a political contest 
between right and left-wing par-
ties.  In 2019, Nayib Bukele (an 
independent) was elected Presi-
dent, and since that time, increasing authoritarian-
ism has marked Salvadorian politics.  Intimidation 
of the legislature, the judiciary, and other lawmak-
ers has signaled the rise of a dangerous popu-
lism.  Patrick McNamara is Professor of History at 
the University of Minnesota and an expert on the 
politics of El Salvador.  
 

Above: SPR’s booth at the Selby Jazz Festival welcomed visitors 
with stickers that said “Singing God’s Song in St. Paul for Over 
a Century!”  Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with 
staffing the booth.  Here, Pr. Patrick, Officer Brian Chin, and Sr. 
Stacie gather for a picture outside SPR’s booth. 



 

H A P P E N I N G S  6  

4 Come, let us tell the gospel story, 
 how God has given us new birth 
 and raises us to live for others, 
 to speak good news throughout the earth. 
 Christ speaks and life is come again. 
 Good news, good news for ev'ryone! 
 
Text: Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, alt.  Text © 1987 Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-703900. All rights re-
served. 
 

FROM THE VICAR   
Fall is my favorite season, and I am 
very excited about its arrival and to 
be in the swing of the program year 
here at St. Paul-Ref. It was wonder-
ful to kick everything off on Rally 
Sunday with the brunch and service projects for 
Lutheran Social Services. Thank you for your good 
work packing meals and assembling blankets! I 
keep marveling at all the ways in which the Holy 
Spirit is present and active in the life of this com-
munity, and I am grateful for all that I am learning 
through my time here and my relationships with all 
of you.  

 
THEOLOGY ON TAP:  
Friday, October 8 at 7:00 p.m.  
On Friday, October 8, I will be hosting 
Theology on Tap at Bad Weather Brew-
ing Company in St. Paul for young adults 
and those who are young at heart. We 
will gather together for good conversa-
tion and good beer. I hope that you will 
join us! 
 

BEARD FUNERAL 
Saturday, October 9 at 
11:00 a.m. 
Please join us on Saturday, Octo-
ber 9 at 11:00 a.m. as we celebrate 
the life of Randy Beard.  Randy 
served as President of St. Paul-
Reformation, as well as being a 
member here for decades.  He was an active playwright, 
his most recent production being Beyond the Rainbow 
at the MN History Theater in 2019.  Randy was much-
loved and is greatly missed. 

FROM THE CANTOR  
 One of the hymns in the new 
All Creation Sings hymnal sup-
plement is “Come, Share the 
Spirit.” The text was written 
by former Luther Seminary 
professor Gracia Grindal for 

the 250th anniversary of St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
in Ardmore, Pennsylvania and set to music by Rob-
ert Hobby, Director of Music for Trinity English Lu-
theran Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana. The hymn cel-
ebrates the work of the church to spread the Gos-
pel and administer the sacraments. In stanza 1, the 
fundamental call is to spread the Gospel by telling 
“of [Jesus’] victory over death.” Stanza 2 recalls 
Luther’s explanation of baptism in the Small Cate-
chism, that “the old person in us with all sins and 
evil desires is to be drowned and die through daily 
sorrow for sin and through repentance.” Stanza 2 
marries the waters of baptism with images of 
stone: the rock from which water flowed in the wil-
derness for the Israelites, Jesus as the corner-
stone. Stanza 3 is about communion, both Holy 
Communion as the joyful banquet in which we are 
invited to share, and the communion of saints 
gathered around God’s throne. Stanza 4 then re-
minds us again that, strengthened by the sacra-
ments, our mission to spread the Gospel 
“throughout the earth … Good news, good news 
for everyone!”  
Come, Share the Spirit 
1 Come, share the Spirit, God has called us 
 to ventures in the life of faith, 
 to bring good tidings to the needy, 
 to tell of vict'ry over death. 
 Christ speaks and all of life is new; 
 God's word is pure and it is true. 
2 Come, drown your sins beneath the waters 
 where life flows from the granite rock, 
 the stone from which our Lord has risen, 
 our cornerstone and building block. 
 Christ speaks and raises from the dead 
 all those who hear the living Word. 
3 Come, God invites us to the banquet 
 that ev'ry people soon will share, 
 with shouts of joy and loud thanksgiving 
 before God's throne we will appear. 
 Christ speaks and bids us sit and dine; 
 his body, bread, his blood, the wine. 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL will 
remain “virtual” until Christ-
mas.  Why?  We remain cau-
tious as we continue to watch 
COVID-19 numbers, aware that 
children under twelve have 

not been vaccinated.  To give this a few months to 
“shake out,” a Sunday School lesson will be provid-
ed each week via e-mail, and we hope that you will 
take seriously this opportunity to learn at home.  
We expect (as of now!) that Sunday School and 
Godly Play will return full force after the New Year. 

 
MEALS MINISTRY! 
Once a month, SPR mem-
bers help each other by 
preparing and delivering 
meals for members who 
may find it challenging to 

always have a home-cooked meal.  Meals will be 
cooked in the church kitchen at 9:00 a.m. on Octo-
ber 16.   Volunteers are needed; if you can chop, 
cook, package, measure or just like to socialize, 
please join us .  The alley door will be open. Your 
contributions for this ministry are greatly appreci-
ated.  For more information please contact  Gwen 
Peyton,  gwenpeyton5@gmail.com 

 
QUILTING for Charity Sat. 
Oct. 9,  9:00 a.m. You can sew, 
arrange blocks, iron, tie layers 
together, cut fabric! Work on 
your own projects. Join in on the 
fun!  Bring a snack to share. 

Coffee provided. Contact Gwen Peyton at  
gwenpeyton5@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
The SPR Parish Council met in regular session on 
Tuesday, September 14 and heard/took action on 
the following matters: 
• Heard an update on the status of the apart-

ment; of $15,000 allocated by the Parish Council 
for renovations, $235.00 has been spent on 
paint, and we await incoming bids on flooring.  
This will determine the residual funds left over 
to address the bathroom and kitchen.   

• The Council Voted to allow—if necessary—the 
Executive Committee to raise the budget on 
this project from $15,000 to $20,000.   

• Financials are generally in line with the project-
ed budget, and giving is stable.  Several large-
scale and unexpected building issues have cre-
ated some concern; namely, the repair to the 
organ and the loss of rental income from the 
apartment.  Minus these, the budget is general-
ly on track. 

• New staff have begun: Cynthia McArthur has 
been hired as Administrative Assistant and 
Charlie Ninow has been hired as the Sunday 
morning livestream technician.  Please see their 
bios on page 3 of The Spectrum. 

• Heard progress on the upcoming Stewardship 
Campaign “To Give You A Future With Hope.” 

• Gave consideration to the recommendations of 
the Health Professionals’ Team, particularly as 
COVID-19 numbers rise and winter is coming.  
We continue to be in conversation on these 
matters, seeking to balance safety with the 
needs of the community.  We are particularly 
thankful to Alice Swan who has led these 
efforts. 

• SPR will, in the next few months, welcome ap-
proximately ten new members to this commu-
nity.  We are thankful for the gifts they bring, 
and are looking forward to having them be a 
valuable part of the SPR community. 

DONATE TO SPR USING YOUR SMARTPHONE!  A great way to donate whether 
you are at church or out and about! Now you can give from anywhere in the world!  It’s fast, easy, 
and secure.  Search your app-finder for “GivePlusChurch,” download it, click “sign up,” and follow the 
instructions.  You can donate to either the Good Samaritan Fund or the Parish General fund (in addition 
to your regular pledge).  Give it a try! Thanks to all who are using this quick and easy way to donate! 
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CRAFTACULAR 10.2 IS COMING ! 
as we lift up local artists, crafters, quilters, jewelry 
makers, wood crafters, soap makers and others - 
AND - it is the premiere fundraiser for the music 
ministries at St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church. We “plan” to hold as an in-person event in 
the lower level at SPR … but reserve the right to 
change that out of an abundance of caution due to 
COVID19. We are requiring vendors to be vacci-
nated and masks to be worn by everyone in the 
building. 
 
Dates for 2021:  
Saturday, November 20 — 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, November 21 — 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
We already have 10 confirmed artisans! Get ahead 
on holiday or birthday shopping. Artists donate 10% 
of their sales to St. Paul Reformation’s music mi-
nistry. Truly this blesses all of us - artisans, shop-
pers, and musicians! 
 
You can help!! Volunteers are needed for set-up on 
Friday, staffing the Bake Sale, donating soup and 
bread for vendor lunches, and helping to clean up 
on Sunday. 
 
Are you enjoying a bountiful garden? Do you jam, 
can, bake or jelly? Plan on donating acres of baked 
or canned goods to the Bake Sale! The added bo-
nus: 100% of bake sale proceeds will be donated to 
St. Paul-Ref’s music ministry. 
 
For more info or to volunteer, call or email Marga-
ret Schuster at craftacularspr@yahoo.com 
or (612) 805-9144; or call or email Sr. Stacie at mu-
sic@stpaulref.org or 651-224-3371. 

BLACK NATIVITY: RESERVE YOUR 
TICKETS NOW! 
Believe it or not, Christmas is in...five minutes. We are 
happy to invite you to an annual Rondo tradition: Pe-
numbra's Black Nativity, on Sunday afternoon, De-
cember 19 at 2:00 p.m. SPR's Confirmation Class will 
be going, and we would love it if you would join us. 
Tickets are $32.00 for Adults, $15.00 for students.  
You can sign up and pay online, or in the Narthex.  
Please watch the Friday e-mail for the link to sign up. 
 
NOVEMBER HAPPENINGS 
All Saints’ Sunday is November 7, which is also the 
conclusion of our SPR Stewardship Campaign.  This 
is also the day of the Global Fiesta, a bi-annual SPR 
tradition to support our partnerships in El Salvador 
and Nigeria.  Our normal Global Fiesta luncheon 
will become—as well—our Stewardship Celebra-
tion luncheon, and you are invited to attend. 
 
Global Fiesta is, likewise, November 7.  This is a 
great time to learn about our partnerships, bid on 
some snazzy items in the silent auction, and enjoy 
some great food from around the world. 
 
Thanksgiving Eve Service and Turkey Day Pie will 
take place at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 
24 in the West Transept.  Please bring a pie to 
share, the winner gets the Golden Halo! 
 
Advent begins on Sunday, November 28.   



 

H A P P E N I N G S   

A LETTER FROM BISHOP GOMEZ 
On the Occasion of the Bicentennial of  
El Salvador’s Independence from Spain 
  
In any historical celebration it is important and nec-
essary to carry out 3 steps: 
  The first: give thanks to God in all 
things.  The presence of God is a reality, above 
all  when it comes to the values of the kingdom: 
freedom, justice and peace.  Freedom is above all 
the fact that at the time our ancestors lived they 
fought for it and achieved it.  Still our indigenous 
ancestors began a life change to build true freedom 
that is still pending. We say the same about inde-
pendence, the fight for freedom and independence 
must continue. 
  Second: one of the most important parts of 
the celebration must be remembering and telling 
the story.  You need to know an exact story, being 
more real when it is told by the oppressed and ex-
ploited people themselves. It is our indigenous an-
cestors who have the authority to tell the truth and 
to mark hope in the aforementioned values of the 
kingdom denied them. 
  Third: celebrate with joy and a patriotic spir-
it, crying out at the moment for the conditions they 
are living.  Now, for example, it is important to claim 
the need for a true democracy, a democracy where 
power resides in the people, the people being sov-
ereign. They are going to listen to the patriarch Mo-
ses, who makes the call to carry out the fight for 
freedom of which God spoke: "I have heard the cry 
of my people." 
  The present bicentennial celebration would 
not be ethical, honest, or sincere if the people do 

not express their feelings and thoughts.  The au-
thorities must listen and show that they do the will 
of the great sovereign. 
  Therefore, it is a festival of the people, with 
the duty to give thanks to God, to remember history 
by denouncing to the authorities a negative national 
reality that makes them migrate, increases poverty, 
insecurity and other evils that cloud the radiance of 
independence.  
+Bishop Medardo Gómez. 
Salvadoran Lutheran Synod. 
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 2022 

Open to All SPR Youth in Grades 8-12 
The ELCA will host its summer youth gathering in 
Minneapolis from July 24-28, 2022.  Plans are already 
underway to have a sizeable contingent go from 
SPR, and this opportunity is open to any youth who 
are in 8th-12th grade in the fall (now) of 2021.  The 
cost is $350, and financial aid is available from the 
ELCA.  If you have not attended an ELCA Youth 
Gathering before, this is a great opportunity to see 
the breadth and size of the Church.  Attendees will 
stay downtown in hotels (required) to get the full 
experience, and we are—additionally—seeking 
some parent chaperones to join Vicar Elizabeth in 
leading the charge on this.  Interested?  Early Bird 
Registration closes November 22, so it’s time to get 
moving!  E-mail either Vicar Elizabeth or Pr. Patrick if 
you are interested in going; registrations are pro-

cessed through the par-
ish office as a congrega-
tion, not individually.  
You can learn much 
more at www.elca.org/
YouthGathering 

Left: Analigia Batres‐Pearson 
prepares with Sr. Stacie to 
play the clarinet in worship.  
We are thankful to all who 
share their gifts generously! 
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Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to
support your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin,
please contact J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the
church bulletin and create strong connections with your target
audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one 
church bulletin home every Sunday. 

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in
the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire 
week as reference. 

WHY 
ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL 

CHURCH BULLETIN?
J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer 
options to advertise effectively and 
keep pace with market change.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at 1-800-621-5197
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.566.6170

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.566.6170

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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 P A R T I N G  S H O T 

 

Luther’s Formula Missae 
et Communionis 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 at 5:00 p.m. 

 
Join us we commemorate Reformation Sunday with a celebration of 
Luther’s first revision of worship as it would have been celebrated in 
the 1520’s at St. Mary’s Church in Wittenberg.  Period music will join 

the liturgy as Luther would have known it. 
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